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CESC is a not-for-profit inter-disciplinary resource centre initiated by a group of professionals from
diverse disciplines in year 2004 (registered as Charitable Public Trust in Gujarat). It recognizes the
pressing need to seriously address the inter-disciplinary challenges of positioning development
process on a sustainable trajectory and to provide such knowledge-based services to the wide range
of stakeholders in the development sector such as local communities, government agencies, non-
government organizations, and decision makers at different levels.

CESC promotes studies and action research for responsible management of natural resources,
institutional and policy challenges for addressing gender and equity concerns as a crosscutting theme
and recasting developmental action as an environmentally sensitive enterprise that recognizes the
livelihood- biodiversity linkages. It is also associated with the network platforms on issues related to
water, protected area management, NRM, biodiversity conservation, gender equity etc.

CESC, consciously follows a system of having a small core technical group responsible for institutional
and project responsibilities complemented by a set of highly qualified resource persons who provide
services on a need basis.

Thrust Areas

From the beginning, CESC is engaged in various research, training and knowledge dissemination
activities. Some of these, thrust area wise activities include:

Biodiversity & Livelihoods

e Research and documentation on conservation of natural resources, integrity of ecological
systems, protection of environment, conservation of biodiversity.

e Building perspectives on biodiversity conservation and sustainable livelihoods

e Support grassroot actions for livelihood improvement of biodiversity and natural resource
dependent communities like for fishers, salt workers, pastoralists and forest dwellers

e Use of Remote Sensing, GIS and other ICT tools for ecological and environmental research,
and development and empowerment of rural and less privileged communities

e Partnerships and collaborative activities with several organizations working on the coast,
particularly along Gujarat coast

e Efforts to understand and revitalize traditional knowledge systems
e Support to initiatives involving the fishing communities along Gujarat coast

e Valuation of ecosystem services including of wetland, grasslands and coral reefs
e Modelling of dynamic interactions of ecosystems and natural resource base, valuation of
economic services of ecologically important systems

Policy Analysis & Advocacy

e Desertification and land degradation, environment, climate change etc.

e Biodiversity conservation and Environmental management

e Gender equity and land rights for women’s participation as equal partners spheres of NRM
and livelihood

o Working with grassroots initiatives to strengthen the institutional frameworks necessary for
democratic self-governance that internalises concerns of equity, gender and sustainable
resource management. Working with NGOs such as Agha Khan Rural Support Programme,
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Agha Khan Foundation, Foundation for Ecological Security, Seva Mandir, MYRADA, UNNATI,
Sahjeevan, Kutch Nav Nirman Abhiyan, Setu Mabhiti Kendra (Kutch), UTTHAN, Satvik etc.

e Peace, Harmony & Pluralism

Networking and Partnerships

e Participant in electronic networking on River Linking, Protected Area Network, Natural
Resources Management; Environmental Policy, E-Governance & ICT for Development

e QOrganize a State level workshop on ‘Coastal Communities: Livelihoods & Resource
Management Concerns’, along with Protsahan and Paryavaran Vikas Kendra (PVK), December

2004

e  Western India Biodiversity Network - network coordinator from 2004 to 2006.

CESC Board of Trustees

Name of Trustees Gender | Age |Qualification| Permanent City of Current City of
(Yr) Residence Residence
Dr. Chandanthil P. Geevan |Male 67 | M.Sc., Ph. D |Kochi, Kerala Kochi, Kerala
Dr. Arun Mani Dixit Male 60 | M.Sc., Ph. D |[Ahmedabad, Gujarat |Ahmedabad, Gujarat
Dr. Meera Velayudhan Female 64 | M.A, Ph.D [Kochi, Kerala Kochi, Kerala
Dr. Chandra Shekar Silori  |Male 54 | M.Sc. Ph.D |Kotdwar, Uttarakhand |Bangkok, Thailand
Dr. Subhash Mali Male 52 | M.Sc. Ph. D |Pune, Mahrashtra Bellari, Karnataka

Work Completed so far

CESC aims to participate and contribute in various changing environmental and social issues as
knowledge support group. Thus, most of the work of CESC revolve around research, studies and
documentations. Other than that, the reports of different studies were disseminate among the
stakeholders including grassroot NGOs, Govt. departments and scientific communities. Some of the
relevant works of CESC is presented below:




Project name: Support farmers’ livelihood in Shankheswar Taluka of Patan District: Moving
towards sustainable farming

Project Location: Patan District, Gujarat Name of Client: UGVCL, Mehsana

Start Date: January 2020 Completion Date: March 2021

Total cost of the project: Rs. 20.0 Lakh

Narrative description of the work: Project worked on issues related to sustainable farming in one
of the culturable command areas of Sardar Sarovar irrigation project. Project is working on three
different aspects of the sustainable farming. (i) to undertake pilot farm experiments with farmers
on different aspects of low-chemical input-based farming system (ii) to facilitate entrepreneurial
development on sustainable farming related inputs and products, with special focus on women
(iii) to create awareness and education program among farmers and young students on the issues
related to sustainable farming system. Project is operating in six villages of Shankheshwar taluka
of Patan District

Support farmers’ livelihood in Sankheshw; ’
Taluka of Patan District:
Moving towards Sustainable Farmi
Associated Entrepreneurial Developmen

Progress Report
(October 2020 to 15th January 2021)

Submitted to

Uttar Gujarat Vij Company Ltd. (UGVCL)

4\ Mehsana
$ Submitted By

Centre for Environment and
C-612, Siddhi Vinayak Tower, B/h DC
Makarba, Ahmedabad-380

E-mail: an ixi il
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Under the project farmers in six villages were given training on different
sustainable farm development experiments and development of farm input
and farm product-based enterprises. Engagement with school students on
larger environmental and farming issues is also planned. Special focus was
given to women famers and entrepreneurs.




Project name: Economic valuation of landscape level wetland ecosystem and its various services
in Little Rann of Kachchh, Gujarat

Project Location: Gujarat Name of Client: GIZ, New Delhi

Start Date: April 2014 Completion Date: July 2015

Total cost of the project: Rs. 20.26 Lakhs

Narrative description of the work: Study aims to examine and value four known functions of LRK
wetlands viz. fish production, salt production, tourism and habitat for migratory bird species. It also
examines development scenario in the catchment areas of LRK wetlands. The study thus examined
hydrological system of LRK and its inundation pattern. For the valuation of ecosystem services, we
applied CVM and Travel Cost methods for valuing biodiversity and tourism values. We also used
market value approach to assess fish and salt production in LRK wetlands. Study suggests key policy
implications for better management of wetland system.

ECONOMIC VALUATION OF LANDSCAPE LEVEL
WETLAND ECOSYSTEM AND ITS SERVICES IN
LITTLE RANN OF KACHCHH (LRK), GUJARAT

FINAL REPORT

Submitted by

C-612, Siddhi Vinayak Tower, Makarba,
Ahmedabad 380051 (Gujarat, INDIA)
[www.cesc-india.org]

July, 2015




Data were collected on different ecosystem services in Little Rann of Kachchh
area. Individual interviews and Focus Group Discussion were conducted to
record views & perception of local people about economic values of LRK

wetland.




Project name: Assessment of impact of BCRLIP Project on livelihood improvement and capacity
building of project beneficiaries

Project Location: Little Rann of Kachchh Name of Client: BCRLIP Society, Dhrangadra
Landscape in Gujarat
Start Date: October 2017 Completion Date: March, 2018

Total cost of the project: Rs. 32.0 Lakhs

Narrative description of the work: The project aims to assess the impact of a World Bank funded
BCRLIP project. The impacts were measured on livelihood of local communities including their
capacity building, improvement in wildlife habitats and extent of convergence created. The
project also aims to conduct workshops and meeting with the project beneficiaries to follow
sustainable practices after the closure of the project.

Biodiversity Conservation and Rural Livelihood Improvement Project
(BCRLIP)

Assessment of Impact of Project Implementation: Towards Sustainable
Livelihood Generation, Habitat Restoration and Capacity Building of
Institutions & Beneficiaries in Little Rann of Kachchh Landscape

Final Report

Submitted to:
BCRLIP Society, Dhrangadra

Submitted by:
CONSORTIUM OF
Centre for Environment and Social Concerns (CESC)

UNNATI
World Around You (WAY)

June, 2018




Data were collected on various types of livelihood activities promoted under BCRLIP Project.
Workshop on different income generating activities like setting up of Sewing Centres, Mandap
services, Livestock feed shops etc. were organized to provide skill and marketing training.
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Project name: Study and Documentation of Agroforestry Practices in Gujarat State

Project Location: Entire Gujarat Name of Client: Gujarat Forest Department,
Gandhinagar, Gujarat
Start Date: March 2017 Completion Date: Ongoing (until March 2020)

Total cost of the project: Rs. 20.85 Lakhs

Narrative description of the work: The study is to record farmer’s choice of agroforestry models and
species preferences. Study assessed the gap in extension services like quality planting materials,
market availability, package of Practices etc. The study understands extension gaps through conjoint
analysis and through case studies. Further, important case studies are documented.

Study and Documentation of Agroforestry Practices in Gujarat

Second Progress Report (Revised)
(August — November, 2017)

Submitted to

Deputy Conservator of Forests (Research)
TRO Bhavan, Nr. Akshardham,
J- Road, Sector 30

Gandhinagar

Submitted By
Dr. Arun M Dixit
Centre for Environment and Social Concerns

Ahmedabad
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Project recorded views and opinions of different stakeholders of agro-forestry practices in
Gujarat. These stakeholders include: Farmers, Forest Department, Wood Based Industries,
Extension service Providers including Agriculture Universities and ATMA centres etc. The
understanding of nursery operations and agroforestry adoption were understood through
interviews of farmers and Group Discussions.
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Project name: Preparation of State of Environment Report- Coastal & Marine Environment

Project Location: Entire Coastal region of |[Name of Client: Gujarat Ecology Commission,
Gujarat Gandhinagar, Gujarat

Start Date: December 2011 Completion Date: April 2012

Total cost of the project: Rs. 6.0 Lakhs

Narrative description of the work: The study aims for preparation of State of Environment Report on
Coastal and Marine environment of Gujarat State. The study collected decadal information at taluka
levels for a period of 2001 to 2010. The report on coastal and marine environment are examined
using Pressure-State-Impact-Response (PSIR) Framework. Major focus is given on issues related to
coastal resources, important habitats and protected areas, traditional and emerging rural livelihood
systems, environmental pollution and management. The document is useful for State to manage its
coastal and marine environment better.

Gujarat Eeology Commission
Government of Gujarat

Gandhinagar

In‘association; with

X

“. Centre for Enyironment & Social Concerns

Ahmedabad
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Project name: Identify Gaps in Ecological Baseline in Protected Areas of Gujarat

Project Location: Seven Protected Areas in Name of Client: Gujarat Forest Department,
Eastern Hilly region of Gujarat Gandhinagar, Gujarat
Start Date: March 2010 Completion Date: July 2011

Total cost of the project: Rs. 5.26 Lakh

Narrative description of the work: Tasks were to identify major gaps in existing ecological and
biodiversity conservation related knowledge in seven Protected Areas (PAs) in Eastern Hilly Regions
of Gujarat, through intensive literature review, consultations with local stakeholders and field
surveys. Report identified gaps and suggested prioritized areas of research to fill critical gaps at both
PA and entire landscape levels. This report helps State Forest Department to identify immediate
research focus areas in different PAs in easter hilly tracts of the state.

Identifying Gaps in Ecological Baseline in Protected
Areas in Eastern Hilly Region of Gujarat

Towards Research & Conservation Prioritization

Centre for Environment and Social Concerns (CESC)
Ahmedabad

March 2012
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Project name: Preparation of Ecological & Socio-economical profile of 19 Coastal Talukas along the
Gulf of Khambhat, Gujarat

Project Location: 19 talukas along the Gulf of |Name of Client: Gujarat Ecology Commission,
Khambhat, Gujarat Gandhinagar, Gujarat

Start Date: June 2008 Completion Date: April 2009

Total cost of the project: Rs. 9.33 Lakhs

Narrative description of the work: Primary information about the biodiversity (including floral and
faunal species) was collected through systematic sampling approaches for 19 talukas along the Gulf
of Khambhat. Also, relevant secondary data like land use changes, cropping patterns, irrigation
sources, livestock population etc. were collected from different sources and analysed. Key spatial and
temporal patterns were recorded and presented in GIS domain. The report helps in identifying
priority talukas for better environmental and biodiversity management.

Preparation of Ecological Profile of Coastal Talukas
around Gulf of Khambhat

Report

Submitted by
Du.Arun M. Dixit
Centre for Environment and Social Concems (CESC), Ahmedabad

Study Team
Ankaur Patel | Krupa Jha, Devesh Gadavi, Devershi Bhavsar

Submitted to
Gujarat Ecology Commisszion (GEC), Gandhinagar

April 2000
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Project name: Biodiversity Conservation and Rural Livelihoods Improvement Project (BCRLP)

Project Location: Wild Ass Sanctuary and its adjoining [Name of Client: Ministry of Environment and
villages of Kachchh, Banaskantha, Patan, Forests (MoEF), New Delhi, through PEACE
Surendranagar and Rajkot Districts Institute, New Delhi

Start Date: January 2006 Completion Date: September 2006

Total cost of the project: Rs. 6 Lakh

Narrative description of the work: The project is being designed at Little Rann of Kachchh landscape
where Wild Ass Sanctuary (PA) and other non-PA land-uses intermingle and get addressed together
under a single project that addresses local livelihood improvement issues of adjoining villages, in the
context of and in order to promote biodiversity conservation. Adopting such people supporting
strategy, the project aims at significantly reducing the threats to biodiversity. Preparation of ‘indicative
plan’ for rural livelihood and biodiversity conservation

Biodiversity Conservation and
Rural Livelihood Improvement Project

Little Rann of Kachchh Landscape

Indicative Plan

Prepared by

Centre for Environment and Social Concerns (CESC)
Ahmedabad
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Through this work we prepared an exhaustive indicative plan to improve
biodiversity conservation management in LRK landscape with strong elements
to strengthen the livelihood system of fringing population. The entire exercise
was participatory and thus various consultations and meetings were done with
different stakeholders. The report, submitted to Ministry of Environment and
Forest, is used to seek funding from World Bank.
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Project name: Assessment of Impacts of Rural Livelihood Systems on Biodiversity Conservation
Values in Wild Ass Sanctuary, Gujarat

Project Location: Wild Ass Name of Client: Gujarat Forest Department, Junagadh, Gujarat
Sanctuary in Little Rann of
Kachchh landscape, Gujarat
Start Date: August 2007 Completion Date: March 2008

Total cost of the project: Rs. 3.9 Lakh

Narrative description of the work: The study attempts to assess impacts of traditional rural livelihood
practices in LRK landscape on biodiversity conservation values of Wild Ass Sanctuary. The study
specifically targets three major livelihood systems i.e. capture prawn fishing, grazing based animal
husbandry and salt manufacturing. Impacts are determined in terms of change in magnitude of
activities, spatial shifting of activities and adoption of conservation unfriendly production system.
Approach like extensive field surveys and intensive consultations with local communities were
applied to understand the problem

Concerns for Conservation of Biodiversity
Values in Little Rann of Kachchh Landscape

Assessment of Impacts of Major Livelihood Activities

Final Report

Centre for Environment and Social Concerns (CESC)
Ahmedabad

March 2008
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Project name: Study on Sustainability of Village Institutions Promoted by NGOs in Natural Resource
Management

Project Location: Multi-Location Study, Name of Client: Aga Khan Rural Support Programme
covering Gujarat, Rajasthan, Jharkhand (India), Ahmedabad (funded by Sir Dorabji Tata Trust
and Karnataka and Ford Foundation)

Start Date: January 2007 Completion Date: June 2009

Total cost of the project: Rs. 20 Lakhs

Narrative description of the work: The experience of civil society initiatives in the development sector
in the last few decades has underlined the importance of institutional sustainability and the need for
deepening the understanding of the issues when the institutions did not arise emerge, as it were, on
their own but were crafted and promoted by NGOs, with unavoidable elements of dependency of the
community-based organizations on the NGO. This study is on the functioning of relatively
autonomous village organizations in the area of natural resource management (NRM) functioning
more or less independently of the NGOs that promoted or supported these community organizations.
The seven NGO partners in this study include: 1) Aga Khan Rural Support Program (India) [AKRSP(I)],
2) Behavioural Science Centre (BSC), 3) Development Support Centre (DSC), 4) Foundation for
Ecological Security (FES), 5) Mysore Relief & Development Agency (MYRADA), 6) Seva Mandir and 7)
Professional Assistance for Development Action (Pradan). The focus of each study is on the factors
favouring the sustainability of the village institutions promoted by NGOs. Study brings out many
policy concerns relevant for institutional sustainability in NRM sectors.

Synthesis Report

Final Version (2.0) after Review Workshop

Study on Sustainability of
Village Institutions/ Organizations
Promoted by NGOs for

Natural Resources Management & Livelihood
Enhancement

Multi-Location Study involving Several NGOs

Study Supported by:
Sir Dorabji Tata Trust
Ford Foundation
Agha Khan Foundation

European Union

C.P.Geevan
Centre for Environment & Social Concerns (CESC)
June 2010
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Project name: Craft traditions, local natural resources and changing markets: study of two craft
communities — the Metal Bell makers and Ajrakh Block Printers in Kutch, Gujarat

Project Location: Kachchh District, Gujarat  |Name of Client: Indian Council of Social Science
Research (ICSSR), New Delhi

Start Date: June 2010 Completion Date: March 2012

Total cost of the project: Rs. 6.7 Lakhs

Narrative description of the work: This a research project supported by grants from the Indian Council
for Social Science Research (ICSSR), Government of India. The study attempts to document the history
of two crafts and the communities who are involved in these crafts. This study looks at craft as a
common link between communities and the basis for cultural mobility and cultural exchange. The
significant point that one can draw from the study is the ways that craft communities respond to
external stress. Study delineates the links and relationships between communities which are socially
embedded. Each change and response to change is hence relational and embedded in the
communities themselves. The study draws several policy concerns from this context.

RESEARCH REPORT
Study Supported by ICSSR

Craft Traditions,
Local Natural Resources and
Changing Market:

Study of Two Craft Communities
Lohar Metal Bell Makers
And
Khatri Ajrakh Block Printers
In Kachchh, Gujarat

By
Dr. MEERA VELAYUDHAN
(Project Director)

cesc

Centre for Environment & Social Concerns

Ahmedabad
2014
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Project name: Assessment of potential impacts of tidal regulators (Bandhara) on biodiversity
values

Project Location: Wild Ass Sanctuary in Name of Client: Narmada and Water Resources
Little Rann of Kachchh landscape, Gujarat and Water Supply Department, Govt. of Gujarat
Start Date: September 2008 Completion Date: December 2008

Total cost of the project: Rs. 1.0 Lakhs

Narrative description of the work: The study aims for to identify potential impacts of creating two
major tidal regulators in the fringe areas of Wild Ass Sanctuary on biodiversity values including the
wildlife populations. Study identified various impacts (both negative and positives) and suggested
mitigatory measures as well as management system for the operation of proposed tidal regulators.

‘ Rapid Assessment of Impacts of Proposed
Sanijiyasar Bandhara Near Kajarda Village
on Adjoining Wildlife Values

Report

Centre for Environment and Social Concerns

G-3, Sameep Apartment, Near Shreyas Bridge, B/H Hero Honda Showroom,
Ahmedabad 380058 (Gujarat, INDIA)

December 2008
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Project name: Exploratory Study of Pluralism in Traditional Communities

Project Location: Kachchh District, Gujarat Name of Client: Aga Khan Foundation, New Delhi

Start Date: July 2005 Completion Date: March 2006

Total cost of the project: Rs. 4 Lakhs

Narrative description of the work: This study was an attempt to document interesting multi-cultural
traditions and practices in the Kachchh District, which has long history of peaceful co-existence of a
very large number of diverse cultures and faiths. Several scholars also contributed to the study. It
included village-level interviews, discussions with NGOs and considerable review of literature.

Project name: Linking Traditional Knowledge Database on Medicinal Plants of Kachchh with
National Innovation Foundation (NIF) Database

Project Location: Kachchh District, Name of Client: National Innovation Foundation (NIF),
Gujarat Ahmedabad
Start Date (month/year): Sept. 2004 Completion Date (month/year): Jan. 2006

Total cost of the project: Rs. 2.25 Lakhs

Narrative description of the work: NIF is maintaining the traditional knowledge and innovation
database (innovator’s database) including that related with herbal medicines. The main idea of
maintaining this database is to bring larger incentives to the knowledge holders by supporting and
promoting the innovations. In this context, and to accrue larger benefits to knowledge holders of
medicinal plants of Kachchh, this project improves the existing databases, collect Prior Informed
Consent and link with NIF database. Organize stakeholder meetings and workshop for adopting best
practices in traditional health practices

Project name: Conservation Enterprises and Livelihoods — Coastal

Project Location: Mundra and Mandvi Name of Client: Ford Foundation through Covenant
talukas in Kachchh District, Gujarat Centre for Development, Madurai
Start Date: January 2006 Completion Date: December 2008

Total cost of the project: Rs. 21.25 Lakh

Narrative description of the work: Ecological assessment of coastal areas to address biodiversity
conservation issues along with livelihood security of fishing communities in coastal areas of
Kachchh. Provide technical support to partner NGO in enhancing coastal resource-based livelihood
opportunities of fishing communities through enterprise development and capacity building of local
stakeholders on coastal resource regeneration and management
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